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THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE GATHERS WORLD-RENOWNED EXPERTS 
TO TACKLE TODAY’S TOP QUESTIONS IN SCIENCE 


HIGH-PROFILE SPEAKER SERIES DEBUTS JANUARY 2016 
GMOs | VACCINES | LIFE ON MARS 


Philadelphia, PA December 16, 2015—Can humans really settle in Space? Should childhood 
vaccines be mandated by law? To end hunger, should we depend on GMOs or organic farming— or 
both? Beginning January 2016, The Franklin Institute delivers an all-new high-profile speaker series 
designed to spotlight the most talked about and most highly-debated scientific issues facing our world 
today. The series will present multiple perspectives of a scientific topic, through a variety of speakers, 
with the goal of sparking a thoughtful, solution-driven public discussion. The Franklin Institute’s Senior 
Vice President of Science and Education Dr. Frederic Bertley will introduce the topics and carefully 
curated selection of renowned experts who will join the Institute’s team of scientists to divulge, discuss 
and debate the very latest research, belief, and human impact surrounding topical issues in science. Plant 
geneticist Dr. Pamela Ronald, whose eye-opening TED Talk has garnered more than 1.2 million views 
since March, and internationally-recognized immunology expert Dr. Paul Offit are two of the several 
speakers planned for early 2016. The speaker series is free and open to the public, with advance 
registration required. 

Joining the existing suite of evening adult programming including Science after Hours and Night 
Skies in the Observatory, the series is the latest initiative in the Institute’s quest to reach a newer broader 
audience by presenting relevant science that is impacting all of us in an engaging, accessible and social 
way. President and CEO of The Franklin Institute Larry Dubinski explains, “We want adults in the 
Philadelphia area to think of The Franklin Institute as the place to go to quench their scientific curiosity in 
an easily understood and engaging way.” Dubinski continues, “Our goal in presenting this series is to 
convene the ‘best of the best’ and bring them here to Philadelphia and The Franklin Institute to enlighten, 
empower and inspire attendees—and we think it will do just that.” 

The Franklin Institute will debut three current issues in early 2016, with further topics yet to be 


announced. 


January 20 

Food for Thought: GMOs 

A look at the future of food from an unlikely perspective: that of a GMO researcher and her 
organic-farmer husband, both trying to determine how to feed the world together. 

e Dr. Pamela Ronald, whose research on the genetics of stress-tolerant rice (grown by 3.5 
million farmers in flood prone areas just last year) has garnered the support of the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

e Raoul Adamchak believes that organic farming is not a feasible option for poor farmers 
in certain climates unless they are able to grow disease-resistant crops. 

e Dr. William Hallman (Rutgers University) researches public perceptions of the 
controversial issue concerning food, health, and the environment. 

e Moderated by The Franklin Institute’s Chief Bioscientist Dr. Jayatri Das. 


February 15 

Vaccines: To Mandate or Not 

Delving into the questions of vaccine safety, To Mandate or Not centers around the cultural shifts 
that have given rise to the “anti-vax” movement and the possible ramifications of lower 
immunization rates. 

e Dr. Paul Offit, internationally recognized expert in the fields of virology and 
immunology, and chief of the Division of Infectious Diseases and the director of the 
Vaccine Education Center at CHOP presents the science behind vaccines. 

e Parent and co-founder of Voices for Vaccines Karen Ernst helping to navigate the sea of 
vaccine chatter. 

e David Ropeik, specializes in risk perception and communication and weighs in on how 
personal exemptions could impact “herd immunity”. 

e Moderated by The Franklin Institute’s Senior Vice President of Science Dr. Frederic 
Bertley. 


March 22 
Life on Mars 
Now that there is evidence of water on Mars, is colonizing another planet a real possibility? 
e The Franklin Institute’s Chief Astronomer Derrick Pitts will take an in-depth look at 
sustainable living in space with NASA researcher and self-described “space settler” Dr. 
John Cumbers and internationally-recognized expert on energy, space, aviation, and risk 
management, Gregg Maryniak. 


The speaker series is free and open to the public, with advance registration required. Please call 215-448- 
1200. 


THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE 
Located in the heart of Philadelphia, The Franklin Institute is a renowned and innovative leader in the field of 
science and technology learning, as well as a dynamic center of activity. Pennsylvania’s most visited museum, it is 


dedicated to creating a passion for learning about science by offering access to hands-on science education. For 
more information, visit www.fi.edu. 


